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This weekend we start a series in James, all about how living our faith 
daily makes everyday life sacred.  

Who Wrote It? 
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ… James 1:1

James the         

• Part of Jesus’ family (Matthew 13:55-56; Mark 6:3)
• Unbeliever during Jesus’ ministry (Mark 3:31-35; John 7:1-5)
• Yet… with the disciples after Christ’s death (Acts 1:14) Why? 

(1 Corinthians 15:7)
• Calming influence when church was almost torn apart (Acts 15)

Why Was It Written?

Context:       living in the world
trials, persecution, poverty of some believers

Concern:       living in the church
hypocrisy, favoritism, slander, quarrels, selfishness, envy, injustice

Some Key Verses
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says. James 1:22

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to 
look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world. James 1:27

…don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against 
God? James 4:4

The Most Misunderstood Section: James 2:14-26
Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one 
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does 
nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, 
faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. James 2:15-17

This is not about     versus  

This is about      versus  

Do Paul & James Agree?

Paul’s focus:  
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9

James’ focus:  
Show me your faith without deeds, and I’ll show you my faith by my 
deeds. James 2:18

Both affirm salvation is by     

What’s the Big Idea?

     produces  
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor 
as yourself,” you are doing right. James 2:8 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial 
and sincere. James 3:17

How do I apply this?
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. James 4:10

Paul: God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by 
bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to 
do, and it gave him great pleasure. Ephesians 1:5 (NLT) 

James: He chose to give birth to us by giving us his true word*. And 
we, out of all creation, became his prized possession. James 1:18 (NLT) 
*Literally “word of truth”; refers to the gospel in 2 Corinthians 6:7; 
Ephesians 1:13; Colossians 1:5; 2 Timothy 2:15


