


Mormon Claims
“I was answered that I must join none [of 
the Christian churches], for they were all 
‘wrong’; and the Personage who 
addressed me said that all their creeds 
were an abomination in his sight; that all 
those professors were all corrupt; that: 
‘they draw near to me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me, they teach for 
doctrines the commandments of men . . .”

Why study this faith?



“Behold there are save two churches 
only; the one is the church of the Lamb 
of God, and the other is the church of the 
the devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth 
not to the church of the Lamb of God 
belongeth to that great church, which is 
the mother of abominations; she is the 
whore of all the earth.”  I Nephi 14:10

Mormon Claims
Why study this faith?



“The Book of Mormon is a volume of 
holy scripture comparable to the Bible. 
. . .Joseph Smith is [Christ’s] revelator 
and prophet in these last days, and . . 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints is the Lord’s Kingdom once 
again established on earth. .”                     
(Introduction to the Book of Mormon)

Mormon Claims
Why study this faith?



The Growth of the Church
• Over 100 million copies of the Book of 

Mormon, in 100 languages 

• 2000: 11 million members; for the first 
time, more than 50% are non-English 
speakers 

• 2015:  15.3 million members

Why study this faith?



149 Temples 
 Worldwide 

Plans for 19 more



Largest missionary-sending organization in the world (74,000) 

The Growth of the Church



Why study this faith?

Importance of Doctrine
“Watch your life and doctrine closely.” 
I Timothy 4:16 

“[An elder] must hold firmly to the 
trustworthy message as it has been 
taught, so that he can encourage 
others by sound doctrine and refute 
those who oppose it.” Titus 1:9



Joseph Smith
1805-1844



Palmyra, New York



Early 19th Century
• Westward expansion (Louisiana Purchase 

1803) 

• New religious sects (Shakers, Oneida 
Community) 

• Second Great Awakening (Charles Finney,  
Methodist Circuit riders, Revivals) 

• Restoration Movement (Alexander Campbell)



Early 19th Century

• Denominational competition and bickering 
over doctrinal issues (baptism of infants, 
mode of baptism, predestination, etc.) 

• Superstitious or “magical” worldview (magic 
peep stones, divination, spirits, etc.) 

• Speculation and curiosity about the origin of 
the Indians. (A View of the Hebrews)



“First Vision” 
1820



The Sacred Grove



Visitation by the 
Angel Moroni 

1823



The “Hill Cumorah”
Near Palmyra, New York



Model of Golden Plates









Translated by 
“the Power of 

God”







First Edition
Book of Mormon

Published, 1830



Overview of History

• 1830  Book of Mormon founded, Church 
established. 

• 1831  Church moved to Kirtland, Ohio 

• 1835 Book of Abraham papyrus acquired 

• 1838  Church moved to Jackson Co., MO



• 1839  Church moved to Nauvoo, IL 

• 1839-1844 Period of membership growth and 
doctrinal development. 

• 1844  Death of Joseph Smith

Overview of History



Death of Joseph Smith 1844

Overview of History



• 1844 Church division over leadership of the 
community 

• 1845 Westward migration 

• 1847 Founding of Salt Lake City in the Utah 
territory.  “This is the place.” 

Overview of History



• 1890 President Wilson ends polygamy 

• 1978 President Kimball opens priesthood to 
blacks 

• 2000 Membership reaches 11 million, with 
50% outside of the United States

Overview of History



A.  Apostasy of earliest Christianity 

•Loss of priesthood authority 

•Corruption/Loss of doctrine 

•Corruption/Loss of Biblical text

Key Truth Claims



B.  Restoration under Joseph Smith 

C.  Continuing revelation 

D.  Living Prophets & Apostles 

E.  Families can be together forever.

Key Truth Claims



A.  Christians….but not traditional 

B.  The “one true Church” 

C.  Doing God’s work; hardworking 

D.  Persecuted and misunderstood 

Self Perception



Scriptures 

• Book of Mormon 

• Doctrines and Covenants 

• Pearl of Great Price 

• The Bible



The Book of 
Mormon



Jesus Christ visits the Americas



The last great battle— 
at the Hill Cumorah



Moroni buries 
the plates



Scriptures 

• Book of Mormon 

• Doctrines and Covenants 

• Pearl of Great Price 

• The Bible


